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Right in the birthplace of Swing, Felix & the Cats 
was founded in 1994 by band leader Felix Endico in 
Harlem, New York.  In the beginning, self-taught 
pianistFelix Endico studied with Duke Elllington’s 
organist “Wild Bill Davis”, arranger of the Count 
Basie version of “April in Paris,” and even sat in 
with Erskine Hawkin’s band, of “Tuxudo Junction” 
fame and the last to play the Savoy Ballroom.

Influenced by both R&B legend Jimmy “Preacher” 
Robins as well as Red Blazer regular Sol Yaged 
(“The Benny Goodman Clone”), Endico formed 
Felix and the Cats. The band’s vision drew heavily 
from both of these men’s styles and featured 
musicians that remain true to the art of Swing.

Today, the Cats’ Big Band musicians join with 
young Swing Turks from the Juilliard Jazz program, 
transporting audiences back in time to the New 
York and Chicago jazz clubs of the 1930’s. Their 
book includes arrangements from the Henderson 
Brothers, Jimmy Mundy and Sy Oliver, originators 
of the Big Band sounds of Benny Goodman, 
Tommy Dorsey and Artie Shaw.

While their passion is Swing, Felix’s seven member 
band has built a diverse catalog over the years to 
include Blues, R&B, Latin and Rock. They were 
featured in the Spring 2006 issue of Martha 
Stewart Weddings.  Felix & the Cats have 
charmed audiences at venues such as Well’s of 
Harlem, The Rainbow Room and Swing 46, 
which have claimed Felix & the Cats as their 
house band over the past 15 years. 

About the Band
 “(Felix & the Cats’) sound is irresistible: big, 
brassy and masculine. It’s the sound of swing.” 
- The Daily News
 

“The Savoy conference staff told us that they could 
not remember a wedding with so much atmosphere 
and wild enthusiasm, created entirely by your band!  
Everybody loved your music and had a ball.” 
- London, England

“We’re still getting calls and compliments on the 
music for Susan and Frederic’s wedding. Thanks for 
your part in making the evening so successful!” 
- Wycloff, NJ

“Significant Swing - A Who’s Who of Jazz.” 
- The Daily News 

“On behalf of the City of Mount Vernon and 
the Department of Recreation, please allow 
me to thank you for your tremendous support 
and participation in the SUMMER BREEZE 
CONCERT SERIES. Your support enabled our 
City to host a successful and joyous concert that 
was free and open to the public as large. The 
community is indeed grateful to you and the 
wonderful sounds of Felix and the Cats. 
- Mount Vernon, NY
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